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To provide students and faculty with some general guidelines and policies regarding the
Ph.D. program, the following specifications are specially established by the Department
of Business Administration at Asia University upon the relevant degrees awarding
policies and procedures set up by the University.
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I.  Enrollment Qualifications—Applicants for the doctoral program must meet specific
requirements in order to be considered for acceptance:
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Prospective students who possess a master’s (graduating students of the year
included), equivalent or higher from governmentally accredited public or private
universities/colleges in Taiwan or other international institutions recognized by the
Taiwan Ministry of Education, and successfully pass the entrance examination, will
get admission into the Ph.D. program.
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International applicants to the doctoral program, who fit the “Regulations
Concerning Foreign Students Who Pursue Their Studies in the Republic of China”
set up by the Taiwan Ministry of Education, are accepted into the Ph.D. program.
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New doctoral students who cannot enroll in the program on schedule due to serious
illness or reception of call-up notice for military service, may apply for (before
their registration for the program) enrollment eligibility maintenance and a
postponement of admission by presenting related evidentiary documents.
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Timeline: Starting from the initial date of enrollment, students have two to seven years
in which to complete all requirements for the Ph.D. degree.
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IV. Coursework Requirements:

V.
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The Ph.D. program requires a minimum of 36 graduate credits, including 6 credits
for dissertation.
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Students should follow the school administration procedures for dropping and
adding courses during registration period, based upon the limits to the number of
graduate credits taken per semester regulated by the Graduate School.
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Ph. D. Qualifying Examinations:
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The Field Written Examination: To be held once per semester.
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Students must successfully complete: 1) all coursework; 2) the Two Subjects Field
Written Examination; and 3) the Dissertation Proposal Defense (Oral Qualifying
Examination), to apply for Ph.D. candidacy. For specific information about the
written field examination and other relevant regulations, please see “Specifications
for Administering Ph.D. Written Qualifying Examination” set up by the Department
of Business Administration at Asia University.
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Students must successfully complete the Two Subjects Field Written Qualifying
Examination within four academic years after admission (students on approved
semester leave excluded). Students can have alternative plan to substitute the Two
Subjects Field Written Qualifying Examination with ONE article published or
accepted for publication in SSCI, SCI, EI, TSSCI, CSSCI, SCOPUS, or other
peer-reviewed journals. Notice that doctoral students must be the first author of the
article excluding their dissertation advisor(s). Students failing to meet this
requirement are subject to dismissal from the program.
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VI. Student Advising:
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Students should secure their advisor(s) and submit the Ph.D. Dissertation Advisor
Agreement Form (See Appendix 2) within one year of their admission. Students
must select a faculty member in the College of Management who holds an
academic position not lower than full-time assistant professor to be an academic
advisor. Students may choose to work in terms of co-advisorship; however, one of
the advisors shall be a faculty member of the College of Management.
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Due to faculty resignation, after approval of the BA Department Academic Council,
through the Council review process, students can elect to change advisor. If a
change in advisor is necessary, students must initially submit, after approval by
both of the former advisor(s) and new advisor(s), the Petition for Change of
Doctoral Dissertation Advisor form (See Appendix 3) to the Department Office for
review by the Academic Council. The change be achieved only after the Council’s
approval has been granted.
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VII. Dissertation Committee and Ph.D. Degree Examination
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Within six months after passing the Field Written Examinations, the advisor should
organize a Doctoral Dissertation Supervision Committee composed of three to five
professionally qualified and academic ethics compliance members to process the
workflow of dissertation preparation (See Appendix 4).
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The Supervision Committee is responsible for reviewing the proposed manuscript
and providing feedback in a timely manner; such feedback includes changes to the
research topic, and issues related to design, direction, strategy, workflow, etc.
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After discussions on the research fields with the Dissertation Committee, students
should draw up a doctoral research proposal and submit it to the Dissertation
Committee for review (See Appendices 5 & 6). After a successful completion of
Qualifying Examinations including Written Field Examination and Dissertation
Proposal Defense, and of all coursework requirements, students can submit their
application to Ph.D. candidacy (See Appendix 7). Students advance to the status of
doctoral candidate only after the Council’s approval has been granted.
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Doctoral candidates are allowed to apply for Final Oral Dissertation Defense no
fewer than four months after they are admitted to candidacy for the Ph.D.
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Once doctoral candidates’ dissertation and research level have satisfactorily met the
departmental scholarly criteria determined by the “Examination for Doctoral
Degrees Policy,” by way of the Dissertation Committee’s recommendations and
after review process and approval of the BA Department Academic Council, the
candidates and their advisor can schedule a Dissertation Defense meeting to take
place.
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To apply for Ph.D. Dissertation Defense, the following documents including the
Advancement to Candidacy Certificate of Approval (See Appendix 9), Advisor
Recommendation Form (See Appendix 10), academic transcript, approval letter for
successful completion of Ph. D. Written Qualifying Examination or an article
published or accepted for publication in SSCI, SCI, EI, TSSCI, CSSCI, SCOPUS,
or other peer-reviewed journals (choose either one), Publication List (See Appendix
11), Announcement of Doctoral Dissertation Defense Committee Membership (See
Appendix 12), and Application for Dissertation Defense form (See Appendix 9)
must be submitted to the BA Department Academic Council for review.
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The Ph.D. Degree Examination Committee normally consists of five to nine
members. They are scholars/experts specialized in the research fields of the
doctoral examinee and shall have one of the hiring qualifications described as
follows. To notice, at least one-third of the Committee membership shall be from
outside the institution (See Appendix 9):
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He/She has served as full-time Professor.
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He/She is currently an academician of Academia Sinica or used to be a
researcher of this institution.
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He/She has served as Associate Professor or adjunct researcher of Academia
Sinica, and has academic achievement.
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He/She has earned a Ph.D. degree, and has academic achievement.
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He/She is a scarce area expert or specialized in specific research fields, and
has academic or professional achievement.
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The hiring qualifications from item (3) to (5) are identified by the BA Department
Academic Council.
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Doctoral candidates’ spouse, third-class relatives and in-laws are not allowed to
be the member(s) of Dissertation Defense Committee.
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A Ph.D. dissertation containing an abstract must be written in Chinese or in English
and follow “Asia University Dissertation Format.” Doctoral candidates should
construct an e-file for the dissertation abstract and upload it on the website of
National Central Library within one month of a successful completion of
Dissertation Defense. Likewise, they shall turn in three copies to Asia University
Library and two copies to the BA Department Office.

gldbpéﬂxﬁ_@’lg"‘"gﬁﬂ ,;\éf,&\z‘ TE T o E T - Lo
If the Ph.D. Dissertation Defense is not completed successfully at the first
examination, the examination can be repeated only once. A second examination
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must be held only in a subsequent semester or next academic year. The second
examination will be considered final. Students failing the second examination are
subject to dismissal from the program.
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If students fail the Ph.D. Dissertation Defense or cannot complete all of their
coursework requirements within the time limit, they are subject to dismissal from
the program.
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Rescission of awarded degrees will occur only in cases where academic dishonesty
such as cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, copyright violation, or other violations of
the Academic Integrity Policy, is discovered. If the above-mentioned academic
misconducts are proved through investigations, degrees will be rescinded and
diplomas must be returned to the institution.
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For other issues that are not stated as above, students shall refer to the current
policies and procedures set up by the University.
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The above-mentioned specifications have been passed by the Department and
College Academic Councils, respectively, and are reported to the Academic Affairs
Office for implementation. In case of revision, the procedures remain the same.
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I.  The following procedures are established according to the “Specifications for Doctoral
Program” set up by the Department of Business Administration at Asia University.
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Il.  After successfully completing all required courses, students are allowed to apply for the
Written Qualifying Examination.
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I1l. Two faculty members of the College of Management are appointed by the BA
Department Chair, as Examining Committee members to formulate an examination
questions sheet graded on a 100-point scale. A reference list of exam subject areas shall
be provided by the Committee.
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IV. The Written Examination is held once each semester, usually in March and September.
Students must apply for it two months prior to the examination date. Students must

receive an average of =70 in the content area to pass.
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V. The Written Examination Subjects choose two from the following courses: (1) Seminar
on Management Theory; (2) Seminar on Industrial Strategy and Development; and (3)
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Advanced Quantitative Methods.
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If the first Written Examination is not completed successfully, the examination may be
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VI.
repeated. Each of the subject areas can be retaken once.
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VII. If students neither succeed in the Ph.D. Written Qualifying Examination, nor meet the
requirements of the alternatives mentioned above within four academic years, they are

subject to dismissal from the program.
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VI11.The above-mentioned specifications have been passed by the Department and College
Academic Affairs Councils, respectively, and are reported to the Academic Affairs

Office for implementation. In case of revision, the procedures remain the same.
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I. The following specifications are established according to the “Specifications for
Doctoral Program” set up by the Department of Business Administration at Asia

University.
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Il.  The content of the doctoral dissertation must demonstrate a thorough and innovative
exploration on a subject matter that is related to management fields. The dissertation
should embody accurate analyses and critiques on the findings of previous studies, a
mastery of the appropriate research techniques to deduce or verify innovative theories or
to reevaluate existing knowledge, and a significant contribution of new information to a
current issue or to inspire further researches, etc., presented in a scholarly style.
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Each doctoral student must have one article published or accepted for publication in
SSCI, SCI, El, TSSCI, CSSCI or SCOPUS journals on behalf of the Department of
Business Administration of Asia University, in order to graduate within four years.
Students who have undertaken the Ph.D. program study for a period exceeding four
years can replace it with at least one article published or accepted for publication in
peer-reviewed journals on behalf of the BA Department. As for the authorship in the
above mentioned journal articles, except for dissertation advisor, the student must appear

as the first author on the paper.
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In addition to meeting the above mentloned requirements for journal publications, each
doctoral student must have at least three papers presented in or accepted by international
conferences before they are eligible to present dissertation research work in the Final
Oral Defense Session. In cases of joint authorship, where more than one authors have
the article presented or accepted, the article will be counted as a single-authored work.
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The above-mentioned specifications have been passed by the Department Academic
Affairs Councils, and are reported to the College Academic Affairs Councils. They are
implemented after being reported. In case of revision, the procedures remain the same.
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